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Q. What is “BipCot”?
A. It’s the Beastlick Internet Policy Commission Outreach Team. That’s the name of Michael W. Dean and Derrick Slopey’s software company.





Q. What’s “Beastlick”?
A. Michael coined the term “Beastlick, Wyoming” for where he lives. It’s the Mountain West version of “Bumfuck, Egypt.”

Q. So, the BipCot NoGov license…..is this a joke?
A. No. It’s a license we wrote that we’re comfortable with, we’re using on software we make, and we encourage others to use it.

Q. Is your license open source?
A. Probably not. According to the Open Source Initiative (who are pretty much the accepted overseeing body on these things), to be considered open source: “The license shall not restrict any party from selling or giving away the software as a component of an aggregate software distribution containing programs from several different sources.”
http://opensource.org/osd
And the Open Source Initiative has actually weighed in on Twitter telling us that the BipCot license is NOT an open source license:




We could argue that “shame” does not restrict anyone, but we’re not calling it an “open source” license anyway. We’re calling it a “NoGov” license. The term “open source” is so misused it’s almost lost any real meaning to the general public anyway. But our source is open. You can view it and modify it, as long as you’re not part of a government.
We’re mulling around the term “Voluntary Source” for what this license is. Or maybe “Feen source.” 
Q. Aren’t licenses square and statist? I thought you guys were libertarians.
A. Government-ordered licenses are square and statist. Licenses you cannot opt out of having to get to exercise a natural right (free speech, public assembly, marriage, traveling over imaginary borders, having certain plants, having pets, having guns, etc,) are statist and square. But voluntary licenses like ours are very libertarian.

Without signed voluntary contacts, any “remedy” you take for a “violation” where there is no loss of property or life or health is statist and wrong and square because it’s based on a “social contract.” Social contracts are bad things.

Social contracts are a form of soft slavery. You’re born into them. Some group of buffoons in suits decided you have signed the social contract merely by being born in a specific geographic region. These soft-slavery contracts are enforced by men in fancy costumes with shiny badges and guns…..men who will cage you or kill you if you violate these “laws” and commit these “non-crimes.”

Even in LibPar (a libertarian paradise) with non-government courts, you’d likely need a signed contract to sue for most civil wrongs where there is no loss of property or life or health. A software license you have to click “I Agree” on to install a program is a signed contract. And the only “remedy” for violating our license is shame, not courts. And our license is much more reasonable to be thought of as “signed” by clicking “I Agree” than with the EULAs with most software. Our license is a half-page of plain English, most EULAs are 10 to 25 pages of complex legalese.

Q. What’s the mission statement of BipCot, software-wise?
A. “Great software is like aspirin: It does very few things, does them very well, has few side effects, isn’t expensive, has no patent and is easily available everywhere.”
— Beastlick Internet Policy Commission Outreach Team
Q. What are BipCot’s software products?
A. So far:
FeenPhone No-cost software for real-time high-quality remote podcasting, radio and voiceover. Licensed BipCot No-Government.
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MeowBit System-wide dot-bit domain resolver. Licensed GPL (we hadn’t written the BipCot No-Government License yet).
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